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Foreword

Kathrin KOSLICKI 
(University of Alberta)
Conference Organizer
Professor 
Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in
Epistemology and Metaphysics
[website]

The 2017 Hylomorphism Conference is devoted to an 
in-depth examination of the Aristotelian doctrine of 
hylomorphism and its significance for a wide range 
of sub-disciplines of philosophy, from both a 
historical and a non-historical point of view. The 
doctrine of hylomorphism holds that entities which 
fall under its scope are compounds of matter (hulē) 
and form (morphē).  The 2017 Hylomorphism Conference 
also coincides with the first annual meeting of the 
Canadian Metaphysics Collaborative (http://kathrin-
koslicki-ytpt.squarespace.com/), an organization 
founded in 2015 whose aim is to facilitate 
collaboration among Canadian and Canadian-affiliated 
metaphysicians. The ten best papers presented at the 
conference will be selected for publication in the 
inaugural issue of Metaphysics, a new peer-reviewed, 
open access, online journal which will be run by 
members of the Canadian Metaphysics Collaborative.

This conference is made possible in part through a 
Connection Grant from the Social Science and
Humanities Research Council of Canada, a Dialogue 
Grant from the University of Alberta's Kule 
Institute of Advanced Study, as well as support from
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the University of Alberta's Department of 
Philosophy, the Arts Resource Centre, the Faculty of 
Arts, and the Banff Centre. We gratefully 
acknowledge their generous support!

           

[back to content]
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Getting There

Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity is 
located in Banff National Park, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site.

From Calgary:
By airport shuttle:

There are two main companies which will 
bring you directly from the Calgary 
International Airport to the Town of 
Banff (our base camp), you can check out 
the prices, schedules and book your 
ticket at the links here:

Banff Airporter

Brewster Banff Airport Express

By driving:
It takes approximately 90 minutes to 
drive from Calgary International Airport 
to Banff (145 km, 90 mi). Directions and 
information about parking at the Banff 
Centre can be found here:

https://www.banffcentre.ca/maps-and-
directions

Check-in is at the Professional Development 
Centre (see the map on page 31).

[back to content]
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SCHEDULE 

Thursday, May 11, 2017

Arrival and check-in at the Banff 
Centre 

5:30pm-7:30pm Dinner at the Banff Centre 

Friday, May 12, 2017

7:30am-8:30am Breakfast at the Banff Centre

8:30am-9:30am Session 1
  
Speaker: Marko Malink (New York University)

“Aristotle on Principles as Elements” 

Commentator: Margaret Cameron (University of Victoria) 
Session Chair: Wolfgang Mann (Columbia University) 

9:30am-9:45am Coffee Break

9:45am-10:45am Session 2

Speaker: Nathanael Stein (Florida State University)
“Definition and the Epistemology of Natural Kinds in Aristotle” 

Commentator: Riin Sirkel (University of Vermont)
Session Chair: Christopher Hauser (Rutgers University) 

10:45am-11:00am Coffee Break

11:00am-12:30pm First keynote address

Michail Peramatzis (University of Oxford)
“Aristotle's Hylomorphism: the Causal-Explanatory Model”

12:30pm-1:30pm Lunch at the Banff Centre 
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Friday, May 12, 2017 (con’  t)

1:45pm-2:45pm Session 3

Speaker: Elena Cagnoli Fiecconi (University of 
Geneva) 

“Enmattered Virtues” 

Commentator: Charlotte Witt (University of New 
Hampshire)

Session Chair: Josh Blander (The King’s College, NY) 

2:45pm-3:00pm Coffee Break 

3:00pm-4:00pm Session 4

Speaker: Asya Passinsky (New York University)
“A Hylomorphic Theory of Social Objects” 

Commentator: Simon Evnine (University of Miami) 
Session Chair: Philip Corkum (University of Alberta) 

4:00pm-5:00pm Coffee Break & Poster Session

Cruz A. Davis (Virginia Tech)
“Complexities and Degrees of Unity” 

Joshua Johnson (Saint Louis University)
“Strong Emergence and Hylomorphism” 

Bryan C. Reece (University of Toronto)
“A Hylomorphic Account of Action” 

5:30pm-7:30pm Dinner at the Banff Centre

[back to content]
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Saturday, May 13, 2017

7:30am-8:30am Breakfast at the Banff Centre

8:30am-9:30am Session 5

Speaker: Dana Goswick (University of Melbourne) 
“Hylomorphism Without Primitive Modality” 

Commentator: Michael Raven (University of Victoria) 
Session Chair: Ka Ho Lam (University of Alberta) 

9:30am-9:45am Coffee Break 

9:45am-10:45am Session 6

Speaker: Robert C. Koons (University of Texas at 
Austin)

“Forms are not Structures” 

Commentator: Marcello Fiocco (University of California, 
Irvine) 

Session Chair: Jeremy W. Skrzypek (Saint Louis University)

10:45am-11:00am Coffee Break 

11:00am-12:30pm Second keynote address

Sandra Lapointe (McMaster University) 
“Form and Matter in Kantian and post-Kantian Logic”

12:30pm-1:30pm Lunch at the Banff Centre

1:45pm-2:45pm Session 7

Speaker: William Jaworski (Fordham University) 
“Hylomorphism and Mind-Body Problems” 

Commentator: Christopher Frey (University of South 
Carolina) 

Session Chair: Jeffrey Brower (Purdue University) 
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Saturday, May 13, 2017 (con't)

2:45pm-3:45pm Coffee Break & Poster Session 

Graham Renz (University of Missouri)
“Form as Structure: It’  s Not So Simple” 

Līva Rotkale (University of Latvia)
“Aristotle  ’s Hylomorphism in a Mereological Framework” 

3:45pm-5:15pm Third keynote address

Kit Fine (New York University)
“The Problem of Plenitude” 

5:30pm-7:30pm Dinner at the Banff Centre 

Sunday, May 14, 2017

7:30am-9:30am Breakfast at the Banff Centre 
Check-out and Departure 

[back to content]
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Abstract
 
Kit FINE 
(New York University)
[website]

“The Problem of Plentitude”

Professor Fine will discuss how he wishes to 
solve the problem of plenitude within his 
theory of rigid and variable embodiment by 
appeal to his theory of procedural 
postulationism.

[back to content]

10

http://philosophy.fas.nyu.edu/object/kitfine


Abstract 

Sandra LAPOINTE 
(McMaster University)
[website]

“Form and Matter in 
Kantian and post-Kantian Logic”

Kant was committed to the idea that logic is 
the study of the “form of thinking”. While the 
idea that logic is the study of the forms of 
thinking (or intellect), as Kant understands 
it, must be strictly distinguished from the 
idea that logic is the study of formal systems 
as it is usually understood today, Kant’s 
claim was not only original in context, it was 
also tremendously influential and played a 
role in the shaping of logical theories 
throughout the 19th century, in authors that 
range from Bolzano and Frege to Hamilton and 
the British algebraists. The aim of the paper 
is to (i) explain what Kant means (and does 
not mean) when he talks about the form of 
thinking, (ii) stress the originality of 
Kant’s claim by situating it in Post-Cartesian 
logical context and (iii) document its impact 
by showing how it was adapted and transformed 
in the theories of some of his 19th century 
successors.

[back to content]
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Abstract 

Michail PERAMATZIS 
(University of Oxford)
[website]

“Aristotle's Hylomorphism: 
the Causal-Explanatory Model”

Professor Peramatzis’ presentation has three 
interconnected aims:

1.To formulate as clearly as possible the different 
possible versions of Aristotelian hylomorphism, 
the view that objects are compounds of form and 
matter. Professor Peramatzis will focus on the 
question of what the nature of form is, as form 
seems to be the most important item in 
Aristotelian hylomorphism.

2.To set out the different roles of form and its 
relation to matter. A central question is whether 
Aristotelian form has been assigned too many, and 
incompatible, roles.

3.To explore possible replies to the challenge that 
Aristotelian matter ends up having contradictory 
attributes: it is both contingently and 
essentially/necessarily enformed.

Professor Peramatzis will argue in favour of a 
causal-explanatory version of Aristotelian 
hylomorphism based on the model of Metaphysics Z.17 
and H, as well as Posterior Analytics II.

[back to content]
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Abstract 

Elena Cagnoli FIECCONI 
(University of Geneva)
[website]

“Enmattered Virtues”

Entities in the physical world are, for Aristotle, 
compounds of matter and form, or hylomorphic compounds. 
In this paper, Dr. Fiecconi looks at Aristotle’s 
hylomorphism in an under-explored context: the ethical 
works. She concentrates in particular on the virtues of 
character.

Dr. Fiecconi argues that the virtues of character are 
hylomorphic. More specifically, they require enmattered 
accounts (logoi enhuloi, DA 403a25–27). This means that 
their bodily and their psychic components are 
inseparable both in existence and also in definition. 
For example, a temperate psychological state cannot 
exist in separation from a specific physiological 
state. In addition, a fully explanatory account of 
temperance should include a reference to both its 
physical and also its psychological aspect: temperance 
is an excellent psycho-physiological state in relation 
to bodily pleasures (NE 1117b24 ff.,Rhet. 1389a3 ff., 
PA 648a35 ff., PA 650b20 ff., PA 667a7 ff., PA 686b 
21).

Dr. Fiecconi begins by analysing the material 
preconditions of character virtue in NE 1154b9–13. She 
then argues that the virtues are intrinsically 
psychophysical excellences because they necessarily 
belong to the compound of body and soul (NE 1178a14–
23). She extrapolates further evidence for this thesis 
from Aristotle’s description of the development of 
character virtues from natural virtues. Then she argues 
that the virtues, even if they are enmattered, can be 
up to us and rational (NE 1113b14–1114b25).

[back to content]
13

http://users.ox.ac.uk/~corp2165/


Abstract
 
Dana GOSWICK 
(University of Melbourne)
[website]

“Hylomorphism Without 
Primitive Modality”

The view that ordinary objects are constituted 
by matter and form ("hylomorphism") can be 
contrasted with the view that ordinary objects 
are constituted by matter alone ("matter-
only"). Professor Goswick argues that 
hylomorphic views have an advantage over 
matter-only views when it comes to grounding 
an object's modal properties. She then defends 
a response-dependent hylomorphic account of 
ordinary objects and argues that it fares even 
better than non-response-dependent hylomorphic 
views with regard to grounding objects' modal 
properties.

[back to content]
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Abstract
 
William JAWORSKI 
(Fordham University)
[website]

“Hylomorphism and 
Mind-Body Problems”

Since the Scientific Revolution of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries the 
dominant philosophical worldviews have taken 
the physical universe to be a vast 
undifferentiated sea of matter and energy that 
can be described exhaustively by our best 
physics. These worldviews have given rise to 
seemingly insoluble philosophical problems 
such as mind-body problems. What place can 
there be in the universe for thought, feeling, 
and perception if at a fundamental level the 
universe lacks any such characteristics? 
Professor Jaworski outlines a hylomorphic 
framework that dovetails with current work in 
metaphysics, philosophy of mind, and 
scientific disciplines such as biology and 
neuroscience, and explains how it enables us 
to solve a live mind-body problem: the problem 
of mental causation.

[back to content]

15

http://faculty.fordham.edu/jaworski/


Abstract 

Robert C. KOONS 
(University of Texas at Austin)
[website]

“Forms are not Structures”

There is clearly some intimate relation 
between Aristotelian form and the structure or 
organization of a composite thing. In recent 
years, some neo-Aristotelian philosophers have 
proposed that this relation is simply 
identity: forms are structures. Professor 
Koons will argue both that Aristotelian forms 
(especially substantial forms) are essential 
elements in an adequate ontology and that they 
form a sui generis category. Substantial forms 
are not identical to the structure of 
composite substances: instead, they are 
metaphysical components of substances that 
constitute the metaphysical ground of that 
structure, in a sense of ground that has been 
rehabilitated in recent years by Kit Fine, 
Jonathan Schaffer, Gideon Rosen, and others. 
Forms are that in virtue of which substances 
are structured internally as they are.

[back to content]
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Abstract 

Marko MALINK 
(New York University) 
[website]

“Aristotle on 
Principles as Elements”

In his discussion of the well-known four causes, 
Aristotle makes a puzzling claim to the effect 
that 'the hypotheses are material causes of the 
conclusion' (Physics 2.3,  Metaphysics 5.2). This 
is usually taken to mean that the premises of any 
valid deductive argument are material causes of 
the conclusion. By contrast, Professor Malink 
argues that Aristotle's claim applies not to 
deductive arguments in general, but only to 
scientific demonstrations, i.e., to explanatory 
deductions from unproved first principles. For 
Aristotle, the theorems of a given science can be 
viewed as compounds consisting of the first 
principles from which they are demonstrated. 
Accordingly, the first principles of a science 
can be regarded as elements from which theorems 
are obtained by composition (synthesis), much 
like a syllable is obtained by composing letters. 
First principles are thus material causes of the 
theorems demonstrated from them.

[back to content]
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Abstract

Asya PASSINSKY 
(New York University)
[website]

“A Hylomorphic Theory of 
Social Objects”

It has been noted in the social ontology 
literature that the creation of social reality 
is puzzling, but it is not entirely clear what 
the puzzle is supposed to be. In this paper 
Dr. Passinsky formulates in clear terms a 
metaphysical puzzle concerning the creation of 
social objects such as borders, units of 
currency and sovereign states. She then 
develops a theory of social objects that 
defuses the puzzle. The theory is in two 
parts: the first is a general account of 
creation that falls out of a hylomorphic 
conception of the entities in question; the 
second is an account of the nature of the 
social role properties that play the role of 
form in the case of social objects.

[back to content]
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Abstract
 
Nathanael STEIN 
(Florida State University) 
[website]

“Definition and the Epistemology of
Natural Kinds in Aristotle”

Recent work on hylomorphism has given rise to 
a variety of disputes about the nature of 
Aristotelian forms and how they might be 
defined. Further, natural kinds are supposed 
to be paradigm cases of substance for 
Aristotle, yet we have very little evidence as 
to what an actual definition of a biological 
species would look like on his view. Professor 
Stein suggests that if we look at what 
Aristotle does say about epistemological 
progress in biology, however, we can get a 
clearer idea of how forms come to be known, on 
his view. This in turn yields a suggestion for 
thinking about the unity of forms of natural 
kinds, one which has consequences for recent 
debates, as well as our understanding of 
Aristotle’s hylomorphism in general.

[back to content]
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Abstract
 
Cruz A. DAVIS 
(Virginia Tech) 

“Complexities and Degrees of Unity”

What accounts for why complex objects are not 
many but one? Further, what can account for 
the apparent gradations or varying degrees of 
unity that objects come in? In this paper Mr. 
Davis offers an account of objects as 
structured stuff and things. While Mr. Davis 
argues that structure can account for the one-
ness or unity of an object, he argues that it 
cannot account for the varying degrees of 
unity. Instead, we need an account of how the 
structure organizes the parts into a unity. 
Mr. Davis provides a theory of this in terms 
of a relation he calls the 'enforming 
relation', a relation which, roughly, tells us 
where in the mereological chain a structure 
resides. After showing how the enforming 
relation can make sense of degrees of unity, 
he shows how it can be used to help provide 
novel accounts of the notions of substance and 
degrees of being.

[back to content]
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Abstract 

Joshua JOHNSON 
(Saint Louis University)
[website]

“Strong Emergence 
and Hylomorphism”

Carl Gillett has in various places defended a 
theory of emergence that he considers to have 
been largely neglected by philosophers in the 
contemporary literature. He calls this theory 
“Strong Emergence”. Here, Mr. Johnson examines 
Gillett’s theory and highlight some of its 
proposed virtues. He then considers objections to 
its two crucial conceptual components and argues 
that Gillett’s Strong Emergence fails primarily 
due to problems with his account of the downward 
determination relation between realized emergent 
properties and their realizers. Finally, he 
presents a theory of emergence that is similar to 
Gillett’s in some ways but that is framed within 
a hylomorphic ontology and offers a different 
account of downward determination. Mr. Johnson 
concludes that this account not only evades the 
objections to Gillett’s theory but also provides 
a better ontological foundation for Strong 
Emergence.

[back to content]
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Abstract 

Bryan C. REECE 
(University of Toronto) 
[website]

“A Hylomorphic Account of Action”

Aristotle standardly gives hylomorphic treatments 
of natural changes and movements, such as animal 
generation, respiration, sleep, recollection, 
anger, and political revolution. He thinks that 
action is a natural movement, and so has reason 
to think that action has material and formal 
causes. He never systematically articulates a 
hylomorphic account of action, but applying his 
typical way of giving hylomorphic treatments of 
natural movements yields the following account: 
The material cause of action is the body, and the 
formal causes are active desires (including 
deliberative decisions). This account helps us to 
make better sense of the difficult remarks about 
action scattered throughout Aristotle’s works, 
situating them in the wider context of his 
natural science. Furthermore, it avoids some of 
the problems that attend a different sort of 
hylomorphic view of action, one propounded as an 
interpretation of Aristotle by Carlo Natali, and 
later articulated by Michael Thompson as an 
Anscombe-inspired theory of action.

[back to content]
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Abstract 

Graham RENZ 
(University of Missouri) 
[website]

“Form as Structure: 
It’s Not So Simple”

Hylomorphism is the theory that objects are 
composites of form and matter. Recently it has 
been argued that form is structure, or the 
arrangement of an object’s parts. This paper 
shows that the principle of form cannot be 
ontologically exhausted by structure. That is, 
Mr. Renz denies form should be understood just 
as the arrangement of an object’s parts. He 
does so by showing that structure cannot play 
the role form is supposed to in a certain 
domain of objects, specifically, in 
mereological simples. Thus, Mr. Renz shows 
that Hylomorphism does not reduce to 
Structuralism. He also draws out some 
important consequences from his argument for 
Hylomorphism in general.

[back to content]

23

https://sites.google.com/site/renzlgraham/


Abstract
 
Līva ROTKALE 
(University of Latvia)

“Aristotle’s Hylomorphism in a
Mereological Framework”

In this article Dr. Rotkale will present a reading 
of Aristotle’s Met. Z.17,1041b11–33 in light of 
Δ.25, 1023b12–25 where Aristotle distinguishes 
several senses of ‘part’. At Z.17, 1041b11–33 
Aristotle demonstrates that a whole, which is not a 
heap, contains the form besides the elements and the 
form is not another element but rather ‘something 
else’. Dr. Rotkale will argue that the elements at 
Z.17 should be understood as quantitative parts, 
which is one of the senses of ‘part’ outlined at 
Δ.25. According to her reading, if the whole is 
divided into quantitative parts, then the form is 
not a part of the whole, and also matter fails to be 
a part, since the division into quantitative parts 
is a different division of a whole than the division 
into matter and form, which is a division according 
to another sense of ‘part’ outlined at Δ.25. Dr. 
Rotkale will refute Koslicki’s (2006) reading of the 
passage at Z.17, according to which the form is a 
part along with matter in the same sense as elements 
are parts. She will also reject Scaltsas’ (1994) 
view, according to which form and matter are not 
real parts at all.

[back to content]
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(Professor and Canada Research 
Chair in Epistemology and 
Metaphysics, University of Alberta)

kathrin.koslicki  @  ualberta.ca

Ka Ho LAM 
(PhD Student, 
University of Alberta)

kaho2  @  ualberta.ca

Sandra LAPOINTE 
(Associate Professor, 
McMaster University)

lapointe  @  mcmaster.ca
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Marko MALINK 
(Associate Professor, 
New York University)

mm7761  @  nyu.edu

Wolfgang MANN
(Professor, 
Columbia University)

wrm4  @  columbia.edu

Tim O’CONNOR
(Professor, 
Indiana University)

toconnor  @  indiana.edu

Brendan PALLA
(Assistant Professor, 
University of Great Falls)

brendan.palla  @  ugf.edu

Asya PASSINSKY
(Lecturer, 
New York University)

asya.passinsky  @  nyu.edu

Michail PERAMATZIS 
(Associate Professor and Hinton Clarendon 
Fellow in Philosophy, Worcester College, 
University of Oxford)

michail.peramatzis  @  philosophy.ox.ac.uk

Michael RAVEN 
(Associate Professor, 
University of Victoria)

mike  @  raven.site

Bryan C. REECE 
(Lecturer, 
University of Toronto)

bryan.reece  @  mail.utoronto.ca

Graham RENZ 
(Recent MA, 
University of Missouri)

renzgraham  @  gmail.com

Līva ROTKALE 
(Recent PhD, 
University of Latvia)

liva.muizniece  @  gmail.com

Riin SIRKEL 
(Assistant Professor, 
University of Vermont)

riin.sirkel  @  uvm.edu

Mattia SORGON 
(PhD Student, 
University of Alberta)

sorgon  @  ualberta.ca
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Jeremy W. SKRZYPEK 
(Recent PhD, 
Saint Louis University)

jskrzyp1  @  slu.edu

Nathanael STEIN 
(Assistant Professor,
Florida State University)

nstein2  @  fsu.edu

Emine Hande TUNA 
(Instructor, 
University of Alberta)

etuna  @  ualberta.ca

Charlotte WITT 
(Professor of Philosophy and 
Humanities, University of Hampshire) 

charlotte.witt  @  unh.edu
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